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GSBS Response to Pandemic: 
Degree Milestones Deadlines
Deadlines for degree milestones are extended by one 
semester f or  a l l  c ur r e nt  s t ude nt s ,  i nc l udi ng:

Submi t  Pe t i t i on f or  PhD Ca ndi da c y
s umme r  t e r m ye a r  2  End of fall term year 3!

Ta ke  t he  Ca ndi da c y Exa m
f a l l  t e r m ye a r  3  End of spring term year 3!
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Petitioning for Candidacy: 
Submit Petition for PhD Candidacy Form t o  GSBS f or  
a ppr ova l  by t he  Ac a de mi c  St a nda r ds  Commi t t e e  ( ASC)  
by December 17 .

The  pe t i t i on i nc l ude s :
Appr ova l  of  Advi s or y Commi t t e e
Spe c i f i c  a i ms  pa ge  f or  e xa m pr opos a l
Pr opos e d Exa m Commi t t e e

ASC wi l l  r e vi e w a nd a ppr ove ,  us ua l l y  wi t h no 
c ha nge s .
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Petitioning for Candidacy: 

The Cha i r of  your  Exa m Commi t t e e  mus t  be  
f r om your  Pr ogr a m.

I f  you ha ve  a n a ppr ove d s e c ond a r e a  of  
c onc e nt r a t i on,  one  me mbe r  of  t he  Exa m 
Commi t t e e  mus t  be  a  me mbe r  of  t ha t  
pr ogr a m.
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TIMELINE FOR CURRENT 
SECOND-YEAR STUDENTS

Let’s see where you 
s houl d be  he a de d!
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What to do this summer:
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Ta l k wi t h your  Pr ogr a m 
Di r e c t or  t o  c onf i r m 

s pe c i f i c s  a bout  your  
pr ogr a m’ s  e xa m f or ma t .

De c i de  on your  e xa m t opi c  
( us ua l l y your  di s s e r t a t i on 
pr oj e c t )  a nd be gi n wr i t i ng 

s pe c i f i c  a i ms .

Ta l k t o your  a dvi s or -
whe n s houl d you t a ke  

t he  e xa m?

Sc he dul e  a  me e t i ng wi t h your  
c ommi t t e e  i f  you ha ve n’ t  ha d 

one  i n a  whi l e .



It’s important to meet 
with your committee!

Make sure to discuss your timeline for taking the 
c a ndi da c y e xa m wi t h your  c ommi t t e e .  The y c a n t e l l  you 
whe t he r  you’ r e  r e a dy f or  t he  e xa m or  not .

I f  t he y de c i de  you’ r e  not  r e a dy,  your  c ommi t t e e  c ha i r  
( a dvi s or )  c a n pr opos e  a n e xt e ns i on f or  you.
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Se l e c t  Exam Committee
me mbe r s  a nd f i l l  out  
pe t i t i on f or  
c a ndi da c y.

Sc he dul e  a n e xa m da t e  
whe n your  Exam 
Committee me mbe r s  a r e  
a va i l a bl e .

Ta l k wi t h your  a dvi s or  i f  
you ne e d c ha nge s  i n your  
wor k s c he dul e  whi l e  
you’ r e  pr e pa r i ng f or  t he  
e xa m.

Take the exam 
by May 6!

Me e t  wi t h your  
Advisory Committee 
f or  a ppr ova l  t o  
s ubmi t  your  pe t i t i on,  
i nc l udi ng s pe c i f i c  
a i ms .

Submit PhD 
candidacy 
petition by 
December 17!

What to finish by December:



Write a proposal 
i n  t he  NI H f or ma t  
of  6+1.

Se nd t he  pr opos a l  t o  
t he  e xa m c ommi t t e e  
a nd GSBS t wo we e ks
be f or e  e xa m.  

Ta ke  your  e xa m!  
You’ l l  gi ve  a  
pr e s e nt a t i on t he n 
a ns we r  que s t i ons  
f r om your  e xa m 
c ommi t t e e .
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Some program formats and policies 
vary, check with your representative.  

After you get ASC approval:



Getting feedback from others:
Students may seek feedback on the exam proposal from 
ot he r s ,  s uc h a s  pe e r s  a nd f a c ul t y,  i nc l udi ng t he  
a dvi s or .  J us t  ke e p i n  mi nd:

Fi na l  pr opos a l  mus t  be  t he  or i gi na l  wor k of  t he  
s t ude nt

Te xt  mus t  be  c ompos e d e nt i r e l y of  t he  s t ude nt ’ s  
wr i t i ng a nd not  t ha t  of  a ny ot he r  pe r s on

Ot he r s  ha ve  t he  opt i on of  de c l i ni ng t o  gi ve  you 
f e e dba c k,  e ve n your  a dvi s or
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From GSBS Candidacy Exam Guidelines:
The proposal should not be a simple recapitulation of 
a section from the advisor's research grant. Rather, 
it should demonstrate the student's ability to think 
independently and develop all aspects of a research 
project. The student will be expected to expand upon 
the current project to include the student's own 
original ideas that go beyond those of the mentor. 
The final research proposal must be the original work 
of the student. The text must be composed entirely of 
the student's writing and not that of any other 
person.
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Prepare for the originality review:
Student Attestation
When you submit your petition for the candidacy exam, 
you will be required to attest that the exam proposal 
you submit will be written entirely in your own 
words.

Advisor Review
The final proposal that you submit to your committee 
ant to the GSBS (2 weeks before the exam) will be 
sent to your advisor for review of its originality.
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Tips on Exam Committees
• Discuss member selections with your advisor

• Pick an experienced chairperson and meet with them

• Include experts on the topic of your proposal

• Hand in your proposal on time

• Remind your committee of time/location two days 
before

• If exam is online, check connectivity with 
committee members
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Tips on exam preparation
Be ready to:
• Critique and defend your own proposal
• Discuss pitfalls and alternative strategies
• Provide critical interpretation of potential data
• Describe the basis for methodology
• Describe recent publications on the subject

Do a mock exam (or two…or three!)
• Don’t use just friends
• Find students and postdocs from labs of your 

committee members
14



EXAM DAY?!
All exam committee members mus t be  pr e s e nt .

I f  a nyone  c a nnot  a t t e nd t he  e xa m,  a ny GSBS f a c ul t y  
me mbe r  ma y s ubs t i t ut e .  J us t  l e t  Dr .  Ma t t ox know ASAP!
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Be confident! 
This is your research. You know your project best.

Remain calm! 
Your committee is there to help you grow as a scientist.

Remember that a conditional pass is a pass !

EXAM DAY?!
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Program Candidacy Exam Rep Email
Bi oc he mi s t r y a nd Ce l l  
Bi ol ogy Sha ne  Cunha s ha ne . r . c unha @ut h . t mc . e du

Ca nc e r  Bi ol ogy Me na s he  Ba r - El i mba r e l i @mda nde r s on. or g

Ge ne t i c s  a nd Epi ge ne t i c s Pi e r r e  Mc Cr e a pdmc c r e a @mda nde r s on. or g

I mmunol ogy Pa me l a  We nz e l pa me l a . l . we nz e l @ut h. t mc . e du

Me di c a l  Phys i c s Ri c ha r d We ndt r we ndt @mda nde r s on . or g 

Mi c r obi ol ogy a nd 
I nf e c t i ous  Di s e a s e s Na yun Ki m na yun. ki m@ut h . t mc . e du 

Ne ur os c i e nc e J ohn O' Br i e n 
( Qi ngc hun Tong,  ba c k- up)

j ohn. obr i e n@ut h . t mc . e du;  
qi ngc hun. t ong@ut h . t mc . e du

Qua nt i t a t i ve  Sc i e nc e s J e f f r e y Cha ng j e f f r e y. t . c ha ng@ut h. t mc . e du

The r a pe ut i c s  a nd 
Pha r ma c ol ogy Wi l l i a m Pl unke t t wpl unke t @mda nde r s on. or g



Important deadlines 
December 17, 2 021:  Submi t  pe t i t i on f or  PhD c a ndi da c y

Ma y 6,  2022:  Compl e t e  t he  c a ndi da c y e xa m

Re me mbe r !  I f  your  a dvi s or y c ommi t t e e  t hi nks  you ne e d 
mor e  t i me  t o pr e pa r e ,  your  a dvi s or  ma y a s k f or  a n 
e xt e ns i on on your  be ha l f .
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